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courteous letter from the Young
Men's Christian Association, which is
published elsewhere, explains the unfortunate
misunderstanding in regard to the tug-of-war
contest between the team from '90 and the
association team. The blame for the whole
affair seems to rest entirely with the papers in
Hartford, since it becomes evident now that
there was no intention on the part of the
Young Men's Christian Association of protesting the decision of the referee in the contest. It is to be regretted that there has
been any feeling abqut the matter, and that
there has been any is wholly due to a lack of
information about the affair. Everything is
now satisfactorily explained.

men who are training for the nine
have made gratifying progress under the
very faithful coaching of Welch, who has
done his work with satisfactory thoroughness
and care. There seems now to be no question that the nine will be this season by far
the best nine Trinity has put into the field,
and that the season's record will be unusually
good is a natural consequence. We have
this year what we have not had for a long
time past, a second battery which can relieve
the regular battery in the less important
games and give it a chance to do better
work. The improvement of the team in its
batting is particularly noticeable; if it does
such good work in the field as it has done in
practice in-doors, we shall see a great change
over some of the past work done. The
number of games which have been arranged
is large, and the list is not yet complete, so
that the team will be kept very steadily at
work throughout the season. In securing
the Ward street grounds for the year we are
certain of thoroughly good grounds for playing and will have nothing to interfere with
the games arranged for. In past years the
only place where the nine has practiced isthe wretched athletic field, and the opportunity for good field practice will be a great
means of improving the playing. In only
one particular are we unfortunate-that the
season has been so late that the men have
not been able to do any out-door work
while Welch has been here. Otherwise the
outlook for a good season is excellent. The
spring trip begins next week and will be from
all indications successful.

JN

fixing on April IO as the date of the
gymnasium exhibition the committee has
been unfortunate. It is altogether too late
for a meeting in the gymnasium which ought
to be held in the winter. Great difficulty has
been found in arranging the date of the
exhibhion so as not to conflict with numerous other events in which the college is in-
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terested, which is the reason for the late date
this year. But next year we hope that the
committee can arrange to hold the exhibition
in March. The number of entries is unusually small, and is confined to a few men who
propose to enter a large number of events.
This is much to be regretted, because it is by
work of this kind that men are developed
who can enter the intercollegiate games, and
without such preliminary trial it is difficult to
get men who are in good shape for the contests later.
From the apparent interest in
athletics as shown by the number of entries,
Trinity's chances at Worcester this year will
be very small. This ought not to be the case.
In all the other colleges which will compete at
Worcester the r:.ien have been working
steadily through the winter, while here no
work at all is done. It is time this apathy
about training should cease.
\Ve cannot
afford to let everything go until the last
moment; if we do we shclll never have any
success. We hope to see some regular training begun soon and in order that this work
should be looked out for by some one, we
would strongly urge that a track captain be
elected as soon as possible. He (?Ught to get
his men to work at once to make up in some
degree for lost time.

QNE of the stock editorials of the T ABLET,
which is brought forth every year,
is the question of the chapel choir which has
always been a singularly unfortunate organization. The choir is generally termed bad,
disgraceful, unworthy of the place, and then
various means whereby to remedy its defects
are pointed out, all of which are as successful as with most ancient institutions which
need improvement. It seems to make little or
no difference whether the choir master be energetic and able, or lazy and incompetent, the
result is about the same, and we are forced
to endure the generally weak rendering of the
music in the services with meek resignation.
It is an impossibility to get more than three
or four men at the utmost for the ordinary
daily services; and on Sundays, when there
ough_t to be a good choir, there is scarcely
any improvement, although for some time
past the Sunday afternoon singing is more
nearly what it ought to be. The reason
for this seeming lack of voices-and that
there is no real lack may be inferred from the
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success of the glee club, not to mention the
num erous other singers who have not reached
th at honor-is not very far to seek. It is
simply due to the fact that in most of the
choirs in the city a small salary is paid to
those who will sing, and many men in college
avail themselves of this. This is scarcely a
proper way to look at the matter. The duty
of a student to his college is paramount and
he ought to give his help to it before he does
anything for outsiders. Clearly the men here
are bound in honor to make the chapel services as pleasant as possible, and they have
no right to sing elsewhere even if there be
some attractive compensation for the work
they will do. There are very few men who
are in such a position as to make it necessary
for them to add to their incomes in this way
-especially when the salaries paid are not
very large. Such men, of course, are to be
pardoned if they do not sing in the choir at
the college. But with any others who are
able to dispense with this income it is obviously the proper thing for them to help out
the chapel services.
These, we know, are
not so pleasant as they might be, but this is
due in large part to the lack of voices in the
choir. As there is no immediate prospect of
any change in the number of services required, they should be made as attractive as
possible. The college has a claim on the
students for this purpose and this should be
enough to induce any man to make the sacrifice of a small part of his time to sing in
the choir. If the men are unwilling to look
upon the matter in this light, and will not
sing unless they have compensation here,
then let the college authorities offer something in the way of a great increase in marks
allowed, and regular salary so that we may
have a respectable choir here.

THERE has been this year no small talk
about the success of the college in athletics, of the b etter tone among the students,
of the number of buildings erected and the
number of gifts to help on the growth of
Trinity, all of which is, no doubt, true enough;
but the mere fact that the past year has been
a prosperous one is not sufficient to make
next year as successful, nor does it in any
way guarantee a continuation of the favorable
growth here for the future.
It is an earnest
of the probable increase of the college
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strength in all departments, but it is not any attending college meetings, even when there is
more than an assurance of probability. That important business to be done. It is difficult
the past year has been so good is a matter then to get enough men to make a really
for rejoicing, but we wish to see some better representative meeting.
Such a state of
years to come. The only way in which to affairs is simply a disgrace to the college and
push Trinity forward is the cultivation of a must be remedied if we are to do anything in
warm and enthusiastic college spirit, which the future. There must be more college
will carry all before it in the minds of the spirit shown by the men or they need not
students and alumni.
Upon this college expect to see such success as they would
spirit will d epend all the success which may wish.
meet our efforts in any direction ; with a
proper tone here, we shall find our teams doing
THE WARP AND WOOF.
better and better work when conscious of a
For s, by unseen hands the web of life
strong college support behind them; without
Is wove,
it they will become apathetic, indifferent,
And unseen fingers swiftly move along
feeling that their efforts are not appreciated.
The loom,
And ply the shuttle freighted with a weft
The success of the greater colleges of the
Of love :
country is due very largely to this strong
A golden thread shot through the warp
Of doom,esprz't de corps; it is this which has enabled
A fine wire gleaming bright among
them to gain their victories and to endure
The threads,
defeats. There is here too much talk about
W'hich makes a fabric of what else
vVere shreds.
"Trinity luck," or "the usual story about the
nine" and so on, which we are happy to say
·when time destroys that web, he saves and stores
The gold,
is about gone now, under the influence of the
For
it
is
precious
metal, never worn
repeated successes which have been ours this
Nor old.
F.
year. But there is much yet wanting in this
matter. There must be an intelligent interest
taken in the management of the different
KAT ANS.
college organizations among the students;
"How hard I have slept! I wonder where
every man should make it his duty to learn
what is going on. The discussion of such the fellows are ? Not far off I reckon. Peraffairs is beneficial alike to directors and col- haps they have found that specimen we were
lege men. Even so small a matter as the looking for. I must have slept a long time,.
election of minor officers in the athletic asso- judging from the position of the sun. What!
ciation deserves attention. Yet we hear on my clothes in rags! My beard grown to,
all sides that the reason for the continual such a length ! What, in the name of all the
postponement of meetings of that organiza- gods, have I been doing! Playing Rip Van,
tion is that it is an impossibility to get a Winkle. Blast the luck-why can't a man
quorum. Now what is the reason of this? be original ! This is the effect of reading
Are the men so deficient in public spirit that those confounded books, "Looking Backthey are indifferent whether the business of wards " and such like; of speculating on the
the athletic association is well carried on or future, of reading evolutionary theories, of
not? There must be no such hindrances to progressive thought in this enlightened age.
proper action on the part of the association, Now, how long have I been sleeping, and
which has in charge so many college interests, what has happened, for something must have
for the smallest delay in carrying on business happened else scientists would be confounis certain to react on the work done. It is ded? Perhaps the trustees have built the
time that some change of sentiment in regard annex. My prophetic soul! Hail Methusto this should come; if the college at large is elah Secundus ! But why was I left to sleep
so unwilling to look after its athletics, let so long and why has no one seen me? It
them be put in the hands of a committee and can't be I have one of Hermes' celebrated
run as best they may. And the lack of in- feathers and am invisible to common mortals!
terest in matters of vital importance is visible Well, I must get up and make an investigain the carelessness shown by the students in tion. How stiff I am ! To fill the bill, my
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faithful dog's skeleton should lie at my side
and the handle of my gun should part company with the barrel; but, alas! I have no
gun, no dog! I always was mediocre; however, here is my beard and here are my rags.
Joe ] efferson, I defy thee ! Perhaps people
will excuse the other accessories. Let me
consider. I remember going to sleep by the
side of the Connecticut, and there is no river
here. \!Veil, let the moon answer for that.
At any rate I cannot remain here "supposing"
and soliloquizing. My legs are so stiff I can
hardly manage them. Well, here is the road
at last and-- By Jove ! There goes a
man in cap and gown, a student I'll be bound .
The faculty have at last succumbed to the
wishes of the majority. 'l say, young fellow,'
-ah, he is turning around-'! say, what ye:ir
is it ? ' "
"Kim piikom ? "
"Please repeat, I did not understand ? "
"No kopalob kelosi sagols."
"Look here, you don't mean to say you
talk t!tat all the time? "
"My good sir, no; but I am studying to
be a diplomatist and have to accustom myself to conversing in Volapiik ; however,
since you appear to be a stranger I will confine myself to English, if that be your native
tongue. We seldom give any attention to it
.at the University."
"Give it little attention! what do you
mean?"
"Walk along with me. I'm in somewhat
-of a hurry as I have an engagement at six. I
plainly see you are not conversant with the
methods of education in this enlightened age.
Tell me, did you never go to college?"
" Go to college ! The very last thing I
did was to go to college. But answer my
questions. I will explain to you afterwards.
You see I am an old man; bear with me. I
•can scarcely keep up with you, You mention things I do not understand. 'University,'
'new methods of education,' and you speak
.an unknown tongue when I address you." " Yes. That is Volapiik. You may find
it_ difficult to pronounce at first.
'Place your
lzps as tltough you would whistle and say 'e.''"
. " Young man, beware !
Age cannot
wither nor-- Excuse me. You say 'University,' what do you mean ? "
"I plainly see you are not aware that Trinity College is now an University. Fifty years
ago the buildings were completed."
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"But who furnished the money? When
I went to college poverty was the watchword."
"It was finished through the generosity of
the alumni."
"Then the original plan has at last been
realized.
How many students are there
now?"
"About 1,500. 'An u1t1tsually large class
is expected next year.' "
" Look here. I am too old a man to be
taken by that. By the way-how old am I?
What year is it?"
"It is the 6th of May, 1988."
"One hundred years! My good fellow,
did you ever sleep so long? No? To return to my inquiry. Why is English given
little attention ? "
" It became very much corrupted as time
went on, and it gradually was relegated to
the elective list and now the attendance in
that class room is practically voluntary."
"Voluntary! A new word to me. Is any
thing else voluntary?"
"Oh, yes; chapel is voluntary."
"Shades of departed faculties! Was this
gained without hearty opposition ? "
"The trustees considered it for many
years and the present system was adopted
about ten years ago. But here we are in
sight of the University, a handsome place, 'is
it not P ' "
"Very. My friend, may I ask your name?
Your voice sounds familiar. It recalls tender
recollections of hopes blighted, of hours of
toil, of-- Pardon me. Let us not rob
the past of her treasures."
''My name, sir, is Jones."
''Jones. Thank you. I once knew a man
named Jones. How the city has been built
up since my time."
"Yes; Hogford is rapidly increasing in
population."
"Hogford ! Hartford you mean."
" No. It was changed many years ago by
an act of legislature, and to-day the Hog
carries great ships on her bosom. The Connecticut was made to flow into it, and to-day
it is a great factor in the commerce of the
State."
"You then have not far to walk to get
in to town ? "
" Walk ? We ride. Don't you see the
elevated roads ? The University has one
also. The cars stop at our doors before and
after every recitation, and although they are
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seldom patronized for this purpose intended, scenes of your youth; and if you have any
the convenience is appreciated."
sons coming to Trinity next year, let me
"You amaze me more and more. Tell me, help them to find rooms and chums, let them
what is that long, low building yonder?"
find me out as soon as they arrive. I should
be happy to do them any service."
"That is the annex, built in 1980."
"That I should live to see this day ! "
" Young man, they're pledged I I "
S.
"It is a tradition in the University that a
professor in the old college first started the
A RHYME OUT OF SEASON.
idea years ago, but did not live to see the
I tand beneath thy windowfruit of his labors. The present board of
The night is cold and drear,
trustees are lively, energetic men-New
The mercury has fallen
York State men-and are indefatigable in
To fourteen Reaumer.
their efforts to aid the students in all athletic
Come warm me with thy kisses,
enterprises."
The wind blows furious;
I know I'll catch pneumonia.
"And what is that little old building off to
Of twenty Celsius.
the left of us ? "
Ah me ! She will not hearken,
"That is the science building, a very inBut leave me in this plight ;
ferior affair, although in its time it was con'Tis thankless labor courting
sidered a masterpiece of art and was Trinity's
At zero Fahrenheit.
REMARK,
glory and pride. Was it built in your day?"
"Yes; I remember it. That and the gymnasium were cotemporary. Is the gymnasA BEAR STORY.
ium still in use ? "
It was in the summer of '8 5 and I was
"No. It is now used as a stock barn,
and the new gymnasium is over there to the spending a couple of weeks among the Catsright. Two hours a day are required of each kills, fishing the many brooks that dash down
man in the University, in fact it is the only the rocks and go rushing under the great
hemlock logs the bark peelers left a half genobligatory department here."
eration ago. There were six of us in all,
"How many courses are there now?"
''One hundred and fifty for the present. schoolmates, and we knew each other thorThey increase in the ratio of three courses to oughly and things went very merrily. We
thirty students. The marking system is not had our headquarters in an old log cabin, the
in practice; but the <I>. B. K. still exists, for sometime abode of a gang of charcoal burnwhich the first third of each class are eligible ers, which stood in a great clearing, partly·
provided that they have never studied Greek. overgrown by brush indeed, but without a
This is the one custom which has survived the sign of a tree except here and there an enorother changes."
mous basswood which had been spared as
"Just one more question, my friend. being too soft for coaling. It was a pretty
Where do you eat ? "
but lonely spot, especially at night when the
"There is the dining hall. We get excel- great basswoods stood out against the sky
lent extras for an advanced sum. The priv- like tall pillars rising from the ground, and
ilege for so doing is $4.50 per week. An running straight upwards till their tops were
exceedingly inexpensive arrangement.
The lost in the round bunches of branches and
last caterer we had went to Europe, and the leaves.
present one is already a rich man.
Here and there throughout the clearing,
But you should come with me into the art were the ruined pits from which we got halfgallery and see the portrait£ of all the old charred logs of birch and beech which made
professors. You should come into the library splendid beds of coals. Now and then you
and see what choice books we have. You would hear the distant tinkle of a cow-bell,
should see our cabinet of natural curiosities, an instrument which, whatever may be said
our theatre, our alumni hall, our reading to the contrary, sounds wonderfully sweet at
room and, above all, our observatory. Come, times. And now and then, as we were lookmy friend, stay with me a few days. T should ing for a good place from which to reach a
be pleased to show you the places so dear as particularly inviting pool, we would happen
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on some big-eyed heifer, not the dung-plas- be, still as the fellows did not generally get
tered creature of the city neighborhood, but in till late that didn't trouble me. I didn't
with a coat brown and glossy, which would think of it. For the moment my mind was
gaze at you for a moment and then turn and concentrated on just one thing-was that
plunge off through the undergrowth. Right brute after me? By Jove, he was! I could
behind our cabin rose the crest of the hill, hear him, I can hear him now, thump, thump
"Panther," as it is called on the state survey on the ground behind me, with every now
map, and near the summit is the "Giant's and then a scraping of his claws as we sped
Ledge," where some great chief of the Mo- over some bare rocks. I am a slow moving
hawks in by-gone times wrestled with a great body in ordinary circumstances, but when the
and awful spirit which finally flung him down time comes for action I can go. I kept it up
the crag to the rocks beneath. That is the for some minutes but soon found the pace
story, but the ledge's chief interest to us lay was killing me, and making for a tall, straight
in the family of porcupines which made its hickory I began to shin it. I said I could
crevices their home, a contingent of ,vhich run. I can also climb, but I never went up
had emigrated to our house and were some- any tree so slowly as I did the first eight feet
times to be heard crawling under the floor of that hickory. I fairly crawled; however,
and were known to wander round the house I got there before the bear, and the vicious
at night. Bears were said to dwell there, and slap which he let fly at me just missed my
it is a fact that in the valley on cold winters feet. I didn't stop, I kept right on, thinking
they are often found hunting for mast and the nearest way back to my camp duties to
acorns, and many have incautiously ventured be by way of the top of that tree. When I
too near the village and been killed, and only got to the first fork I stopped to look back;
a month ago I heard of one which nearly there was the bear just beneath me; he apruined a man, the fight occurring within a mile peared disappointed, but there was no lack of
or two of this very ledge.
determination in the visage he turned up
Vi/ell, one afternoon I was fishing the near- towards me. No, he was mad; it stood out
est brook, Big Indian, and was sitting perched all over him, and I instinctively looked up to
on the edge of a deep rocky pool some thirty see how much further I could go. He raved
feet in diameter. The ground was knee-deep up and down at the front of the tree; he sat
with the creeping hemlock or yew, its feath- up on end and looked at me, and finally to
ery branches jeweled here and there with my dismay he began to climb. It has been
little crimson cups each set with a dewy said that bears can't climb trees too small for
pearl. I had heard a few slight rumblings of them to just circle. Don't you believe it.
thunder but had paid no attention to it, as He was big and unwieldy and he shuffled a
the fish had been uniformly hungry and my good deal, but he made grand progress, and
luck good, but soon a few great drops in a short time he was seated in the crotch I
began to fall and then more till it was fairly had been so glad to gain. I in the meanpouring. I don't mind rain, especially when time had moved up a _flight. I shook the
:fishing, but I do object to being pelted, so I tree; he growled, then began to shin some
began to look for a place of shelter. Scram- more. It was getting serious; there was not
bling down the rocks I found a dark, roomy much more tree left and he seemed bound to
-cave, and entering it, and seeing no chance of get that. The sweat poured from me as I got
the storm abating, I lay down on some leaves up among the bending branches. Still he
which had drifted in and went to sleep. How came, and the tops began to sway and bend.
long I slept I don't know, but I was awaken- Can I keep them straight? For just so long
ed by having a cold nose thrust in my face, can I climb further, and that is my only sala~1d started up to find myself confronted by a vation. No; they are yielding, and slowly
big black bear who seemed anything but at first the tough branches bend and I sink
pleased to find his bed occupied by a stran- lower and lower, almost into the jaws of the
ger. Was I scared ? No I was not scared grinning monster below, when the main stem
but I just then remembe;ed it was my tur~ broke at a point where a dead branch had
to cook t~e evening meal and I saw by the weakened it, and down-DOWN--DOWN
shadows 1t was already later than it should
CRASH/
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'' Blast that quillpig ! There he goes. Did cotton velvet. These boards are secured by
that boot hit you? I forgot you slept in that means of ribbons tied in double bow knots on
the middle of each of the four sides.
corner."
It is my custom during the quiet hours of
We had had some of my flapjacks for very early morning to study this manuscript
with reverential care; in fact, I cannot sleep
supper.
easily unless soothed by this means.
T.
At three o'clock on the morning of March
18th, as I was absorbed in Rom eo and Juliet,
THE VJ AIL OF A LOST SOUL.
Act V, Scene III.; I noticed that the edges
Clasrniates gather close around me,
of the words from "give me that mattock and
Screen me from the prof' . dread eye ;
the wrenching iron" down to "return to pry"
This exam. I'm forced to pass it,
Or, my classmates, fond good-bye.
presented a peculiar blurred appearance. I
ought to say that "Romeo and Juliet" ends
Often, often, have I struggled,
\Vasted cans of midnight oil,
here abruptly in my manuscript. I was
'Till I carefully had mastered
struck immediately by the significance of the
Poker rules contained in Hoyle.
words "return to pry" thus ending the play.
Then I entered the arena,
I
immediately went back and reviewed this pasStruggled, fought for red and blue,
sage. Just after "wrenching iron" and just before
·wasted all my shining shekels,
Left my board bill overdue.
"jealous doth return to pry" there are spaces
separating
the following and preceding words
Help me, help me, now my classmates,
In my sad and woeful lot,
respectively. Suddenly I realized that "dost"
If you ever hope for pardon,
the usual word was here written "doth."
Help me win this big jack-pot.
Taking the breaks into account and omitting
REMARK,
all the matter between, I found the following
reading :-"Give me that mattock, and the
SHAKESPEARE-BACON AGAIN.
wrenching iron jealous doth return to pry."
[We are glad to publish the following com- This discovery was startling. I could think
munication from a learned correspondent, of no explanation of it, and began to concenbecause it sheds new light on the darkness in trate my attention upon the blurred appearwhich the Shakespeare-Bacon controversy ance of the letters. They looked very much
appears still to be shrouded. The remark- as though something had been written unable discovery of a new MS. and the still derneath. Suddenly the meaning of " the
more remarkable revelations to which this has wrenching iron jealous doth return to pry"
led, must be the means of convincing many flashed upon me. I seized a pen knife ; and
who are still in doubt as to the real author- applying it to the edge of the parchment, I
ship of the plays usually attributed to Shakes- found that it was as I had suspected,-that
peare. The publication of the promised work over the original parchment a very thin extra
on the subject will be a most valuable con- piece had been pasted so skillfully as to
have defied detection without the injunction
tribution to literature.-ED.]
in regard to the "wrenching iron." EvidentTo t!te Editor of t!te TRINITY TABLET:ly upon the lower parchment had been writDEAR Sm :-I have in my possession what ten a dialogue which should come in just
appears to be a portion of a folio of 1667, after Romeo says "give me that mattock and
containing Hamlet, and parts of Othello, the wrenching iron," but on account of some
Cymbeline, and Romeo and Juliet. The pecu- secret this contained, it had been concealed
liarity of this is that it is in hand writing and not by the upper slip which forms the usually
in print. But as the matter present agrees received continuation of the theme.
How
in every respect with the printed folio of wonderfolly was the matter arranged ! The
J 667, I feel justified in asserting that this is command "return to pry" calling the attenthe manuscript from which the folio of 1667 tion of the reader; and then "the wrenching
was printed. The sheets of this invaluable iron jealous doth return to pry," showing the
possession are sewn roughly together and way in which to learn the secret.
placed between two boards, covered on the
I next applied my attention to the revealed
outside with leather and on the inside with portion, which ran as follows :
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W1·encfting Iron.
Mattock.

Wreuc/iing Iron.
.llfattock.

Wrenching Iron.

TRINITY

Be gad ! who thunders at the tomb so
hard?
Ah ! 'Tis Romeo, the Montague.
C::esar !
Methinks forsooth his sword is wondrous long.
0 gosh ! his enemies indeed judge so.
No? is it even so?

Picture my despair when I realized that
my manuscript ended there at the most important point; when, in all probability, the
Wrenching Iron was about to rend from the
Mattock important information concerning
the reign of Elizabeth.
The first thing that I noticed was the incomparable manner in which the characters
of the Mattock and the Wrenching Iron are
drawn; the latter of a prying, inquisitive
disposition, asking all manner of questions
seemingly for the mere pleasure of asking
them ; the former, phlegmatic, ponderous and
downright of speech.
But my attention was soon drawn from
this feature by noticing the fact that, if the
opening letter in each speech be put together,
the word BACON will be formed. That is, we
have here an anagram, although so skillfully
formed as to be all but unnoticeable.
I have worked upon my discovery day and
night; and I have found concealed in this
short fragment the most astonishing revelations; so that I do not know which to admire
the more-the ingenuity displayed in the
cryptogram or my own ingenuity in deciphering it. My space here will not permit me
to treat of these further discoveries ; but I
have concluded to bring them before the
public in three volumes. I have mentioned
them in order that no Shakespeare hunter
may forestall me.
l\IAUD SLEY.

PRIZE ORATORICALS.

The sixteenth annual oratorical contest
took place in Alumni Hall on Monday evening, April 2, before a good audience. Among
those present were President and Mrs. Smith,
Professor and Mrs. Luther, Dr. Pynchon,
Dr. Beckwith, Professor and Mrs. Ferguson,
Professor and Mrs. Johnson, Professor and
Mrs. McCook, Dr. Robb and Professor Riags
l!,
'
and a large number of Hartford ladies and
gentlemen. President Smith, before introducing the first ~peaker, alluded to the origin
of the contests m the two literary societies,
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the Athemeum and Parthenon, which have
since disbanded. Mr. Edward McPherson
McCook was the first speaker. His subject
was '' The Story of Maximilian."
Mr.
McCook outlined the life of the Arch-Duke
of Austria, studying carefully the situation in
Mexico, and its relation to Maximilian's life,
and ending with his tragic death. The speaker
had a depth of voice and a manly confidence
which gave much power to his words. Mr.
Reuel Crompton Tuttle, the second speaker,
spoke on "Unser Fritz." His oration was a
superior literary composition, beautifully
finished, and was delivered with an ardor and
depth of feeling which compensated for what
was lost by his voice, which was scarcely
fitted for public speaking. The material was
not so full of information as it was of tragic
situations and well-accepted opportunities for
declamation.
The next speaker was Mr.
Frederick Ferdinand Kramer. The subject
of his oration is as follows:
The Ameriican Indians are the children of Fate. When
America was discovered the number of Indians in this country was great. They lived
in their tribal relations as the free children of
nature. Their haughty minds were endued
with the spirit of the wilderness. Thus they
lived until the coming of the Europeans.
Civilization encroached upon their domains.
Slowly but surely they sank and disappeared
beneath it as in a quicksand. Some indeed
escaped; but where and what are they?
Some are cared for by the government, which
in exchange for their lands has given them
reservations, prison homes, from which they
cannot pass. Others, a mere handful, still
retain their freedom and roam the western
plains, enduring famine and hardship, ratherthan suffer bondage. I The Indians have sunk
to a level of abject degredation. Crushed
between the stones of civilization and a destiny which demands the survival of the fittest, the glory and strength of the Indian has
perished.
Pontiac foresaw the doom of his race and
tried every means in his power to rouse his
brethren to action, to drive out the invaders
and save their country from the avaricious
English. He possessed commanding energy
and force of mind. Sassacus only fought for
tribal rights and supremacy, the cause of
U ncas was that of a politician, but Pontiac
took a more enlarged view both of the field
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of contest and of the means necessary for the
retention of the aboriginal dominion. The
attempt of Pontiac to drive out the invaders
and rescue his people from bondage, was the
most formidable ever made by any member
of the Indian race. His failure must not be
ascribed to himself. He displayed all the
characteristics both of a statesman and a general. He was un".launted by reverses and
persevering in difficulties, and yet he failed.
And why? Simply because the Indian is
not a soldier.
Although Pontiac belonged to a race wanting in intelligence and the finer traits of feeling, which are generated only by civilization,
he was nevertheless a hero and a patriot. As
the dumb brute will strive to defend itself
against its enlightened and senti ent master
.
'
so Pontiac struggled to throw off the yoke of
tyranny. The Indians struggled for existence
and Pontiac was their champion.
His oration possessed much literary merit,
and was feelingly delivered.
Mr. Arthur
Cleveland Hall followed, speaking on "Nihilism a N ecessary Evil." His compositio11
contained much thought and was artistically
treated, but was poorly delivered. Mr. Hall
is unfortunate in his articulation and inflection, and on that account his speech did not
produce the impression that it deserve<l.
"Arbitration" was the theme of Mr. C. S.
G:r~swold. The subject offered less opportunities than the others for oratorical effect and
brilliance of impression, but more for deep
study. Altogether, his oration was a fine
all-round production-well written and well
-delivered.
Mr. Griswold's oration closed the contest
and the judges, Col. J. L. Greene, Dr. H. P'.
Stearns, and E. D. Robbins, Esq., retired.
After quarter of an hour's deliberation, they
awarded the first prize of twenty dollars to
Mr. Kramer and the second of ten to Mr.
McCook. As the successful contestants approached the President to receive their prizes,
they were greeted with round after round of
applause by the audience, and received the
hearty congratulations of the students who
had collected in the hall.
The success of the evening was due largely to the efforts of the committee, Messrs.
Hall, Hubbard and Johnson.
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COLLEGE AND CAMPUS.

The Easter recess begins on Friday, April
3, and lasts ten days.
Professor Luther has devised a scheme for
holding down the centre of the rope in tugof-war ~ont~sts. It. consists of a grooved
board lymg 111 the division cleat; half way
between the two teams the groove receives
the rop_e, which has a spike driven through it,
extendmg about two inches on each side.
This spike fits into small grooves perpendicular to the rope, and the whole is held down
by a hinged board, also grooved to fit over
the rop~ and spikes. The starter has only to
place h~s foot on the top piece, which springs
up at his word by the effort of the rope to
straighten.
Dr. C.. D. Scudder (Trinity '75) of New
York, delivered two lectures to the Seniors
on "The Extrinsic Laws of Health," and two
to the Freshmen on "Hygiene."
The Gymnasium Exhibition will take place
on April 10.
Pad~ock, '88, Scudder, '89, Pynchon, '90,
and Hicks, '91, the committee appointed at a
recent college meeting to petition the Faculty for a change in the system of absences from
recitations, have completed their work, and
the Faculty now has the matter under consideration. The petition points out the objections to the present system, and asks for a
percentage of absences on the number of
scheduled recitations each term, or a definite
number of cuts each term. Also, for a choice
?f morning or eve_ning chapel every day,
mstead of four required morning attendances
with the choice of morning or evening on
two days. The petition was drawn up after
a careful study of the methods at other colleges. There will be no change this term.
The Glee and Banjo Clubs gave two concerts during the past week-one in Hartford
Tuesday evening and the other in Stamford
Thursday evening. Both were well patronized
and resulted very satisfactorily.
The last
concert of the season will take place on the
13th at Suffield.
The fifth of the college germans will be
held on Tuesday evening, April 9. Mr. E.
B: Bulkley ~ill lead. The sixth german
will be early rn May, and will be led by Mr.
W. J. S. Stewart, Mr. J. P. Elton, and Mr.
The Senior elective class in Latin is using W. G. Scott.
Some enterprising Freshmen have sueProfessor Hart's edition of Juvenal.
I
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ceeded in placing the flag of their glorious
class on the gymnasium roof, where it still
flies unmolested.
Dr. Beckwith's edition of the "Bacchantes"
of Eurepides is in use by the Yale Sophomores.
Bishop Talbot, of Idaho and Montana,
addressed the Missionary Society on Sunday
evening, March 25.
The Glee and Banjo Clubs gave a very
successful concert at Broad Brook on Tuesday, March 20. The hall was crowded and
the music by both clubs was far better than
in any previous concert.
The foot ball and base ball managements
have secured the use of the \Nard street
grounds for the coming season.
A poem entitled "A Kiss" from the
TABLET was published in the last number
of University.
All college exercises were omitted on Good
Friday.
Dr. H. Carrington Bolton, New York, late
professor of chemistry, recently visited
college.
The Science Building is very nearly ready
for use. The force of men at work upon it is
large and the ceilings are already finished
and the floors also in some places. Within it
appears to be thoroughly adapted for the
purpose of scientific work and outside it is
not an ugly building. It almost begins to
look as if the building would be ready on the
return from the recess.
On Thursday night, March 23, we had a
lecture on the "Songs of Chivalry," by the
Rev. Dr. ]. F. Bingham, of this city. Dr.
Bingham was valedictorian of the class of '5 1
at Yale, and was a Congregational minister
for some years, and afterwards a Church
clergyman, but lately has devoted his attention to the study of the early literature of the
European nations.
The lecture was the
second in a course of five, of which none
have yet been published, and touched on the
songs of the French dialects between the 10th
and I 3th centuries. The speaker was eloquent and witty, and gave many specimens
of verse which he himself had translated from
man~script. Troubadour minstrelsy he charactenzed as "heaven-voiced flirtation." The
audience was larger than that of any of the
course, except in the case of Mr. Charles
Dudley Warner's lecture on "Shelley."
Dr. Beckwith recently lectured to the
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Seniors on "Volapiik," to the Sophomores on
"The Greek Theatre," and to the Freshmen
on the "The Homeric Question."
The Freshmen expect to play two games.
with King's School, Stamford, one with the
Amherst Freshmen, one with the Wesleyan
Freshman, one with Cheshire, and several
with the Hartford High School.

PERSONALS.

BROWNELL' 41. A poem by T. B. Aldrich to
the memory of H. H. Brownell is published in
the current number of the Atlantz'c kiontlily.
RIDER, '50. An Easter hymn by the Rev.
George T. Rider has been published with music.
HOADLEY, '5 1.
C. J. Hoadley was elected
vestryman of Christ Church, Hartford.
HOLCOMB, '59. B. T. Holcomb is in the
government employ at New Castle, Del.
DA vrns, '60. W. G. Davies was elected vestryman of Christ Church, New York.
HUNTINGTON, '64. Capt. R. W. Huntington,
U. S. N., has gone on a three years' cruise to
South America.
SHORT, '69. The Rev. \Vrn. Short has contributed an article to the Virginia Seminary
Magazine.
NICHOLS, '70. At the recent convention of
the diocese of Ohio the Rev. W. F. Nichols received a majority ·of the votes of the clergy for
assistant bishop, and nearly a majority of the
votes of the bity for the confirmation of the
election.
CURTIS, '75. vV. E. Curtis a trustee of thecollege was in town on Friday, 1\'Iarch 30th.
HAGAR, '79. W. C. Hagar is one of the proprietors of Berkeley School, Boston.
BLACK, '80. Henry Campbell Black has just
published a treatise on the law of Tax Titles.
A recent legal work of Mr. Black has gained
great praise. His address is 48 Pine Street,
Williamsport, Pa.
BURROUGHS, '80. The Rev. A. "'\V. Burroughs
is engaged in missionary work at Victoria, Texas.
HOTCHKISS, '82. C. E. Hotchkiss is in the
senior class of the Columbia Law School.
BURTON, '83. Richard E. Burton had a poem
entitled "A Spring Thought" in the current
Harper's.
BUCKLEY, '84. The Rev. F. D. Buckley was
ordained to the priesthood March 23rd, in St.
John's Church, Stamford, Conn.
HAMLIN, PINNEY, '87. A. C. Hamlin of New
York, and H. A. Pinney of Suffield, recently
visited college.
A Boston alumnus who was here well up in
the seventies when two chapel attendances per
diem were required, has not been to church.
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since he was graduated. He has indicated his as the exhibition was a public one, and the
intention of returning to see '' the boys " next hall was filled with a miscellaneous audience,
commencement.
the association should not be charged with
that respon sib ility. In conclusion it only remains for us to add, that whatever individual
OBITUARY.
members may have done or said, the associaDAVID LAMB PECK, a graduate in the tion as such never authorized discourtesy in
class of r 862, died at his residence in Clinton, any form, and does not wish to be held reConn., on the 26th day of March. Mr. Peck sponsible for any possible action of hasty and
was a native of Alabama, his father being perhaps very young members, nor is it right
Chief-Justice of that State; he entered col- that the association should be misjudged on
lege here at the beginning of the junior year. their account.
Respectfully yours,
After graduation he was at one time editor of
the New Haven J'ounzal mtd Courz'er. From
I 870 to I 8 74 he was a professor in the University of Alabama, serving in the chair of
Ancient Languages and also in that of Mathematics. For the past seven years he had
been official stenographer of the Superior
Court of Middlesex County, Connecticut.

COMMUNICATIONS.

YouNG MEN'S
·CHRISTIAN AssocIA TION.
HARTFORD, CONN., March

To the Edz'tor of t!te
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1888.

GEO.

M.

HERSEY,

Gmeral Secretary.

J AS. H. JARMAN, Chairman Gym. Com.
J. B. FITZ GERALD, Gym. Instructor.
BASE BALL SCHEDULE.
April 5. Holyoke at Holyoke.
" 13. Bridgeport or Princeton.
·' r4. Lafayette at Easton.
" 16 and 17. University of Pennsylvania at Phila.
" 19. St. John's Coll ege at Fordham.
'' 2 r.
Harvard at Cambridge.
" 23.
Brown at Providence.
" 25. Columbia at Hartford.
" 26. Rose Hills at Hartford.
" 28. Wesleyan at Middletown.
" 30. Cuban Giants at Hartford.
May 2. Yale at New Haven or Hartford.
"
4 and 5. Williams at Williamstown.
7 or 14. Waterbury at Waterbury.
"
9 and 10. Dartmouth at Hanover.
"
I.
Boston University at Hartford.
16. Wesleyan at Hartford.
19. Holy Cross at Worcester.
22 and 23.
Dartmouth at Hartford.
26. Brown at Hartford.
29 and 30. Amherst at Hartford.
J~:1e 2. Troy Polytechnic at Troy.
5 and 6. Williams at Hartford.
9. University of Pennsylvania at Hartford,
23 and 25. Amherst at Amherst.

DEAR SIR :-There appeared in the various Hartford papers of the 7th inst. articles
which put our association in a wrong light,
with reference to the Tug of War contest at
Allyn Hall. A letter calculated to correct
the articles, and disclaiming any responsibility for their appearance on our part as an association, was sent to the daily papers of the
dty for publication. Not only did this letter
fail to appear, but it has been impossible to
BOOK REVIEWS,
secure the manuscript, which we had hoped
vVith its April number the. Century completes its thirtyto send you for publication. Failing in every
fifth semi-annual volume. The present installment of the
move thus far taken to secure an understand- Li.fe of Lincoln is the most interesting of all that have aping it is the desire of the undersigned that peared thus far, describing the wild excitement, the fierce
struggles in individual breasts between patriotism and local
you should publish this letter.
sentiment, which filled the whole country but especially
The Young Men's Christian Association of the "doubtful states" during and immediately after the
Hartford acknowledges with thanks its obli- bombardment of Fort Sumpter. The brief but clearsighted critique of Tlie Works of Elisha Mulfonl will be
gations to your Sophomore Team, for their especially welcome to those who have lately read The
assistance and universal courtesy. We wish Nati{ln in the English Elective. Henry James has a
it to be understood that we appreciate the charming critique of Robert Louis Stevenson, which is a
m~st appreciativ~ trib~te to the real merits of this young
fact that the Trinity Sophomore Team fairly wnter who occupies so important a place among the writers
won the contest; and that every point asked of to-clay. Of the verse which seems to us more abundant
usual, the best _is Tht!fts of _the Morning by Edith
-of them was conceded. While we most deep- ~~an
I homas. The last literary productwn of Emma Lazarus
ly regret the occurrence of certain unseemly an appeal to "<_::armen Sylva," the nom de plume of th~
demonstrations such as "hissing," we feel Queen of Romania, on behalf of the oppressed Israelites in
•ldngdom. We notice some verses by R. E. Burton,
confident that all your readers will admit that her
'83, entitled A Song of Life.
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T!te Principles of t!te Art of Conversation.
By J. P. Mahaffy. New York and London :
G. P. Putnam's Sons. For sale by Brown
& Gross. Price 70c.
Man is a sociable animal, and in proportion
as he advances in civilization, so surely does
the desire to be an agreeable conversationalist
grow upon him. He believes, however, that
this power must be given, that it must be
perfectly natural, and cannot, therefore, be
taught. This seems reasonable, but it is the
original nature of man to be conventional
and awkward. It is equally our nature to
desire to improve, and it is natural to use
every art in our possession to effect this improvement.
Good conversation cannot be
taught by specimens, nevertheless it is an art
and there are certain general rules which are
so simple and obvious as to be usually overlooked, and yet require judgment to apply
them rightly. The object of this little book
is to teach one to use to the best advantage
his natural gifts, to increase his sympathy and
tact. It is well worth the reading, being
both interesting and instructive.
A man
must have knowledge to be really agreeable;
yet the first object of conversation is not to
instruct but to please.
Even the most
learned man can profit his hearers little, if he
is unable to hold their pleased attention ; indeed, he will generally be considered a bore,
in society. The sine qua non of good conversation is to establish equality; it may b e
on;y fictitious, but, at all costs, equality should
exist between those talking. The man who
keeps continually asserting his superiority, or
confessing his inferiority, is never agreeable.
Practz'cal Cheirosoplty. A Synoptical Study
of the Science of the Hand.
By E.
Heron-Allen.
New York and London:
G. P. Putnam's Sons. For sale by Brown
& Gross. Price $1.00.
This is not a book of elaborate theories.
It: well-known author states that in it he
wishes to give simply a short exposition of
the actual principles and practice of the science of palmistry, which may help you to
understand the strange problems which must
often have perplexed you-namely, yours:lves. Those_ who care at all for palmistry,
either ~s a science or a social pastime, will
fi nd this book very interesting reading.
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Locrine. A Tragedy. By Algernon Charles.
Swinburne.
New York: Worthington
Company. Price $r.50.
"Swinburne was born," as Clarence Steadman says, "a tamer of words." His gift of
rhyme is simply miraculous. He has discovered in our strong, yet stubborn English
speech, a softness that seemed Italian, a
happy lightness we despaired of capturing
from the French, a rugged German grandeur.
Locrine, his new drama, is founded on
ancient British tradition. The sad tale holds
our wrapt attention. Its wealth of melody is
truly "linked sweetness long drawn out." As
a play it somewhat resembles a Greek drama
in the limitation of incident and the small
number of persons represented. Yet Swinburne is more of a lyrist than a dramatist
for his characters always sing.
'
Natural Law £n the Business World. By
Henry Wood. Boston: Lee & Shepard.
Price 30c.
This book is well worthy of the attention
of all interested in social or political problems. It discusses in an able and interestingmanner the whole labor question-the great
question of the age.
Ireland's Cause in E1tgland's Parlz'ament.
By Justin McCarthy, M. P.
Boston:
Ticknor & Co. For sale by Brown & Gross.
All who wish to know the moderation and
justice of Ireland's demands, and to understand the position, strength, and progress, of
the Irish national party in the House of Commons, cannot do better than to read this
book. Its subject is an intensely interesting
one. It is the history of a long and bitter
parliamentary contest, which promises to end
1~1 the ~rst radical national reform by legislat10n,_ without revolution, of European history.
J ust1n McCarthy is the proper m an to describe
this great movement, of which he is himself
so large a part, and his book is no less interesting than instructive.
Tiu Hundredtli l/Ian. By Frank R. Stockton.
New York: Century Company.
Price $r.50.
For those who love light reading, the Hun•
dredth Man will prove an agreeable book
with which to wile away a summer afternoon.
There is nothing very deep or very exciting
about it, yet it holds one's interest well till the
last chapter is ended. It is written in Stockton's usual easily flowing style.

